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14* March 2024

From: General Secretaries of the Ecumenical Councils of Sweden, Norway & Finland, and Green
Church Denmark

To: The Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) at the International Criminal Court (ICC)
Regarding the environmental crimes policy — in support of an amendment dealing with Ecocide

Your honourable Karim A.A. Khan KC, dear Madams and Sirs,

We, representatives of Nordic ecumenical organisations, welcome the OTP’s policy initiative and its
aim to advance accountability for environmental crimes. Amongst the possible outcomes of this
process, we wish to express our wholehearted support for the addition of environmental crimes in
parity with Ecocide, as a fifth crime into the Rome Statute.

The care for creation lies at the heart of the churches’ calling. Caring for creation includes fostering
good conditions for life and restricting destructive human behaviour. With law being an effective
method for such restriction, legal questions become relevant for us as religious communities.

The immense harm done to nature globally makes it obvious that transboundary exploitation and
destruction of the environment is inadequately dealt with in international law. The current revision
process opens a huge possibility to reduce this gap. We are aware of the enormous complexity that
the OTP must navigate in this policy initiative. As churches however, we want to encourage you and
all the parties to the Rome statute of the ICC to consider the possibility of further safeguarding the
nature we are a part of and depending upon.

An Ecocide law under the Rome statute is called for by large parts of society, from countless civil
actors via the World Council of Churches to financial organisations like the International Corporate
Governance Network, ICGN. This is because such a law would help to protect people and nature in
countries with insufficient national laws and create a common global boundary — for the sake of
people, nature and just business alike.

A proposal to amend the Statute, adding Ecocide (e.g. based upon the definition of the independent
expert panel in June 2021) as a fifth crime would mark a milestone for protecting the living world
that sustains us. Please consider this legacy and opportunity.

With cordial wishes and blessings upon your service for the common good,
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Erhard Herma)n/sen, GS Christian Council of Norway Emil Bjgrn Hilton Saggau, Green Church Denmark
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