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RECENTLY, WE HAVE SEEN several acts of violence and terror in the name of reli-
gion — also in Europe! Moreover, we have seen acts of protest and violence against
people based on their religious identity. What roles do religion play for cultural iden-
tity? What can religious institutions do to work for peaceful coexistence and respect
among people with different cultural backgrounds and religious perspectives? How
can we sustain democracy and freedom of expression, and the freedom of and respect
for people with cultural identities that include religion as a significant dimension?

In conjunction with a European conference at the Sigtuna Foundation, we organize a
public program on present challenges as to religion and society in Europe. This pro-
gram is organized in collaboration between the Swedish Christian Council, the Swedish
Muslim Council, and the Sigtuna Foundation together with Oikosnet Europe, and the
RISECI and EFMRD projects.

Presenters

Anas Altikriti Founder and president of the Cordoba Foundation in the UK, an
independent public relations, research and policy think tank promoting
intercultural dialogue and positive coexistence among civilisations,
ideas, cultures and people

Josep-Maria Carbonell Dean at Blanquerna School of Communications and International
Relations at Ramon Llull University in Barcelona

Lamia Elamri Board member of the Swedish Muslim Council, Chair for Muslim
Women in Europe

Sofia af Geijerstam Communications Manager at the Sigtuna Foundation
Caroline Krook Chair of the Sigtuna Foundation, bishop emerita in Church of Sweden
Alf Linderman Executive Director of the Sigtuna Foundation, Associate Professor in

the Sociology of religion at Uppsala University
Mia Lovheim Professor in the Sociology of religion at Uppsala University

Omar Mustafa Director of the study association Ibn Rushd, Chair of the Islamic
Association in Sweden

Mona Sahlin National Coordinator against violent extremism, previous leader of the
Swedish Social Democratic Party

Ute Steyer Rabbi of the Jewish Community in Stockholm

Karin Wiborn General Secretary of the Swedish Christian Council
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Programme
12.00 Lunch

13.00 Welcome
Caroline Krook

13.05 Introductory remarks
Karin Wiborn, Lamia Elamri & Alf Linderman

13.20 Resurgence of religion in Europe? A brief introduction
Mia Lovheim

13.30 Religion and society — observations and perspectives
Anas Altikriti, Ute Steyer, Josep-Maria Carbonell
Moderator: Sofia af Geijerstam

14.45 Refreshments

15.15 Religion and politics — opportunities and responsibilities

Mona Sablin
Moderator: Omar Mustafa

15.45 Religion and society in dialogue - a panel discussion
Moderators: Lamia Elamri & Alf Linderman

16.50 Conclusive remarks
Karin Wiborn, Lamia Elamri & Alf Linderman

17.00 End of the public program

19.00 Banquet dinner for invited guests

Organizing institutions

The Sigtuna Foundation

The Sigtuna Foundation is a privately owned cultural foundation whose principle aim is to inspire human thought
and reflection as well as to stimulate and facilitate dialogues, encounters and bridge relationships. The emphasis
on dialogue is rooted in Christian humanism which strives to protect each individual’s rights and dignity and also
understands human existence as including spiritual values and dimensions.

The Muslim Council of Sweden

The Muslim Council of Sweden ( Sveriges muslimska rdd, SMR) is an umbrella organisation of Islamic organisations
in Sweden. It was founded in 1990 by representatives of the United Islamic Parishes in Sweden and the Muslim
Association of Sweden. The organization works with religious and social issues of integration and discrimination.

The Christian Council of Sweden

The Christian Council of Sweden is a national ecumenical body with a broad membership reflecting the various
Christian traditions in Sweden. The member churches are divided into four church families. The Lutheran Churches,
The free churches, The Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches.
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INFORMATION
Sigtunastiftelsen
P.O.Box 57

SE-193 22 Sigtuna
Sweden

+46 8 592 589 00
www.sigtunastiftelsen.se

STREET ADDRESS
Manfred Bjorkquists allé 4
Sigtuna, Sweden
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