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The 10th and 11th of February 2011 about 20 delegates from different churches in 
Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Germany and Norway gathered in Copenhagen in devotion 
to our Creator God and to discuss our churches’ engagement with climate change and 
environmental issues.  
 
The purpose of the meeting 
Climate change is one of the most urgent issues for the world to solve today. As churches 
we have the possibility to be unique actors in society and to be part of the necessary 
transitions towards a sustainable future. Although the richest countries have contributed 
most to human induced climate change, those most affected by climate change are the 
poor peoples of the world. As churches we are called to speak out and act for those who 
are most vulnerable and, together with churches in other developed countries, we must 
raise awareness of how our ways of living affect the planet and of the impact 
unsustainable lifestyles have on the most vulnerable peoples and ecosystems of the earth. 
The continued urgency of climate change and the need for inspiration from each other in 
our work motivated our meeting.  
 
Methodology 
In plenary and group sessions, the days in Copenhagen were spent reflecting on the 
spiritual and practical aspects of climate change and environmental work in the churches, 
with a specific focus on 1. greening churches, 2. creation time and 3. green educational 
materials. As delegates, we shared common interests in this field and found inspiration to 
continue and to strengthen our work. We shared our views, visions, experience and 
materials from the work we have done to incorporate care of creation in our churches. 
The focus of the discussions was: 

- How are we working with environmental aspects today? 
- What visions do we have for our work? 
- How can we as Nordic churches work together? 

 
Greening congregations 
As churches we are faced with the challenge of how to engage congregations in 
environmental work in general, and how to motivate churches to make a lighter 
ecological footprint. Many of our churches work with environmental plans, checklists, 
and certifications as a helpful and concrete way to inspire actions in the church. There are 
contextual differences in our approaches, but greening daily church life is an important 
approach in our countries. This work should be strengthened.   
 
Creation time 
To various degrees our churches work on promoting Creation Time in our countries. We 
were reminded of the importance of the ecumenical agreement signed in Sibiu 2007 to 
celebrate Creation Time every year. The importance of celebrating creation time is to 
have a special focus on Christian aspects of caring for creation. Furthermore, Creation 



Time is a good opportunity for national local ecumenical cooperation and worship. As 
Nordic colleagues, we agreed to support the ECEN (European Christian Environmental 
Network) and their work to promote Creation Time, particularly by producing liturgical 
materials for Creation Time 2012. 
 
Green educational materials 
We as churches must embrace all age groups in our work to promote sustainable 
development and lifestyles. Where needed, materials and activities must be developed for 
education of children, youth, adults and the elderly. There is some divergence in how our 
countries approach such materials, but agreement that it is an area that needs 
development in all contexts.  
 
Where do we go from here? 
We recommend our churches to continue to work for a sustainable future of the creation 
our Creator God has entrusted us with. We recommend that our churches encourage 
churches at the local and national level to become green, to celebrate Creation Time and 
to develop relevant educational materials for all age groups.  
 
This meeting underlines the importance of dialogue and the sharing of knowledge and 
experience. We commit ourselves to future Nordic cooperation to further dialogue and 
sharing, and agree to meet annually, next year in Sweden or Finland. Furthermore, we 
support and wish to contribute to the European Christian Environmental Network, 
particularly the work with materials for Creation Time. 
 
 
 
Participants in the meeting:  

• Henrik Grape, Church of Sweden 
• Björn Cedersjö, Christian Council of Sweden, Ecumenical diakonia 
• Estrid Hessellund, Church of Norway, Council on Ecumenical and Internat. Relations 
• Hans Jürgen Schorre, Church of Norway, National Council 
• Linn Marie Holberg, Church of Norway, National Council 
• Vigdis-Merete Rønning, The Methodist Church of Norway 
• Minna Rasku, Orthodox Church of Finland 
• Thomas Schaack, Northelbian Lutheran Church of Germany 
• Peter Fischer-Møller, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark (ELCD), bishop  
• Keld Balmer Hansen,  ELCD, pastor 
• Martin Ishøy, ECLD, pastor 
• Jacqueline Ryle, Roman Catholic Church in Denmark 
• Ulla Pinborg, Roman Catholic Church in Denmark 
• Lennart Skov-Hansen, DanchurchAid 
• Kirsten Grube, Center for Youth Research and Pedagogics of Religion 
• Mads Christoffersen, National Council of Churches, Denmark 
• Hanna Smidt, National Council of Churches, Denmark 
• Ellen Margrethe Krabbe, National Council of Churches, Denmark 
• Linda Rönnow, National Council of Churches, Denmark 

 
 



Church-related homepages on climate issues: 
 
Christian Council of Sweden: www.skr.org/klimat 
 
Church of Sweden: http://www.svenskakyrkan.se/klimat 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Norway: www.gronnkirke.no, www.klimakirken.no, 
www.treet.no 
 
National Council of Churches in Denmark: www.gronkirke.dk 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland: 
http://sacrista.evl.fi/sacrista.nsf/sp?open&cid=Content48B5D7 
http://evl.fi/EVLen.nsf/Documents/EBC84E4B0AE796F6C22576A9004FA985/$file/KH
_ilmasto_ENG%203.pdf 
 
 
Northelbian Lutheran Church in Germany: 
www.umwelt-nek.de  - The Northelbian Homepage for environmental work 
www.kirchefuerklima.de - The Northelbian-Campaign-Homepage for climate change and 
justice 
www.klimagerechtigkeit.de - The Northelbian-Homepage for climate-justice-education 
and Greeenhouse-gas-compensation (Gold-Standard-project). 
www.gruenerhahn.de  - The German homepage for the environmental-management. 
www.ekd.de/agu - The Homepage of the German environmental offices of the churches. 
 
 


