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Today, 85 years later, new peaceful methods and means for solution of disputes 
and conflicts have been developed and proven reliable. International institu-
tions and mechanisms (e.g. UN, the International Court of Justice and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 
have been created. Many different civil 
society organisations, including churches 
and other religious groups, have proved 
to be vital and influential actors in peace 
processes at all levels. Programs for protec-
tion, (EMPSA 1993-95 in South Africa 
and EAPPI, 2001-) and empowerment  in 
close cooperation with local actors  have 
prevented violent conflict and  generated    
nonviolent social change.

Influential actors have drawn conclusions from the many examples of suc-
cessful prevention and peace building, and have made very clear statements 
and recommendations in favour of increasing resources allocated to preventing 
violence and armed conflict and building peace. This has been done by natio-
nal parliaments and governments (including the Swedish Parliament) as well 
as many intergovernmental organisations (e. g. UN, the World Bank, EU, the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, OSCE). 

Justice and peace have been central concerns for the World Council of 
Churches since its foundation in 1948.

An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace (2011) builds on experiences and in-
sights from many decades. The call signals a fundamental shift in the peace 
history of the churches. It moves peace building to the centre of the life and 
witness of the church. This signifies a spiritual transformation that involves 
church and society. 

In the year of 2014 Sweden has been graciously privileged to have had 
“200 years of peace”. There are many reasons to bear this year in mind: both to 
celebrate the anniversary with gratitude and to embrace the challenge: How 
do we continue preventing violence and war, how do we contribute to peaceful 
relations in the 200 years to come – in a globalised world? 

We – the Christian Council of Sweden and WCC member churches – 
have taken the challenge of the Call to heart: ”to reduce national capacities for  
waging war, eliminate weapons that put humanity and the planet at unprece- 
dented risk, and generally delegitimize the institution of war”. 

The Universal Christian Conference on Life and 
Work, Stockholm, Sweden, 1925 
The words “Life & Work” were an expression of the de-
termination to set forth “the Christian way of life” as 
“the world's greatest need”. The conference deliberately 
avoided theological issues, ”Doctrine divides, 
while service unites”.

The Eisenach – Avignon Resolution, Eise-
nach, Germany, 1928
A joint resolution of the World Alliance for  
International Friendship and Life and Work.

The first Assembly of the World Council  
of Churches, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
1948
”War is contrary to the will of God … War as 
a method of settling disputes is incompatible 
with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The part which war plays in our present interna-
tional life is a sin against God and a degradation of man.”

The fifth Assembly, Nairobi, Kenya, 1975 
The churches should emphasize their readiness to live 
without the protection of armaments, and take a signifi-
cant initiative in pressing for effective disarmament.

The sixth Assembly, Vancouver, Canada, 1983
The Assembly started the conciliar process of mutual 
commitment to justice, peace and integrity of creation. 
“The ecumenical approach to peace and justice is based 
on the belief that without justice for all everywhere we 
shall never have peace anywhere.”

World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation, Seoul, Korea, 1990
We are called to seek every possible means of establish-
ing justice, achieving peace and solving conflicts by  
active non-violence. We will resist doctrines and sys-
tems of security based on the use of and deterrence by, 
all weapons of mass destruction, and military invasions, 
interventions and occupations… We commit ourselves 
to practice non-violence in all our personal relationships, 
to work for the banning of war as a legally recognized 
means of resolving conflicts and to press governments 
for the establishment of an international order of peace- 
making.

Translations of this letter into French, Korean, Russian and 
Spanish can be found at: www.skr.org/map

In the spirit of the Call, the churches – together with other civil society orga-
nisations – have initiated work towards a Peace Agenda 2014. It aims at shifting 
the balance (Swedish: tyngdpunktsförskjutning!) from military crisis inter-

vention to civilian prevention of violence 
and from armed conflict to peacebuilding, 
meaning also transferring resources from 
military forces to civilian structures and 
mechanisms (for professional peace pro-
cessing, mediation, confidence-building,  
et cetera.)

However, no nation has the political 
leverage or courage to move in these direc-
tions alone. There is a need to join forces 
with other likeminded actors. The Swedish 

churches welcome the proposal for a new global ecumenical agenda for peace. 
We dedicate ourselves to taking an active part in creating and realizing such an 
agenda, including calling on our politicians and governments to reduce natio-
nal capacities for waging war and increasing national and international capaci-
ties for waging peace. 

We sincerely hope that other churches in the world will hear the Call, in-
terpret it concretely in terms of their own context, and join us in trying to shift 
the balance towards maintaining security by peaceful and nonviolent means. 

We celebrate and bring thanks that this shift can be done jointly: building 
trust and collaboration between churches, communities of faith and people  
of good will in different parts of the world. 

How glorious it is that Christianity is international!

The eighth Assembly, Harare, Zimbabwe, 1998
The Assembly called for a Decade to Overcome 
Violence. This may be the time when the churches, 
together, should face the challenge to give up any 
theological or other justification of the use of mili-

tary power, and to become a koinonia dedicated to 
the pursuit of just peace …We will work together to 
be agents of reconciliation and peace with justice in 
homes, churches and societies as well as in the politi-
cal and social and economic structures at global level. 
We will need cooperation to build a culture of peace 
that is based on just and sustainable communities. The 
Gospel vision of peace is a source of hope for change 
and a new beginning.

The Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, CCIA, Crans-Montana, Switzerland, 2001
The Commission renews the appeal to the churches of 
the Fifth WCC Assembly (Nairobi 1975) ”to empha- 
size their readiness to live without the protection of 
armaments;” and urges Christians to do those things 
that make for peace with justice, and to foster the  
development of social and political institutions that 
provide security and physical and spiritual well-being 
for all without resort to weapons.

The Ninth Assembly, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 2006 
To relinquish any theological and ethical justifica-
tion of violence calls for discernment that draws its 
strength from a spirituality and discipleship of active 
nonviolence. We have committed ourselves to a pro-
found common ethical- theological reflection and 
advocacy for nonviolent conflict prevention, civilian 

“How glorious it is that Christianity is international!”, a 25-year  
old Nathan Söderblom said in 1891. Later, as Swedish archbishop, 
he became one of the founders of the Ecumenical movement 
and was one of the Christians behind the Eisenach Resolution  
of 1928. The resolution condemned war as a means of settling 
international disputes and denounced war as a tool of inter- 
national power politics: “The solution of all disputes or conflicts  
must never be sought by any means other than peaceful ones. 
The settlement of international disputes by war is irreconcilable 
with the spirit of Christ, and therefore irreconcilable with the  
spirit and conduct of His church”.

To the Participants in the 
Tenth Assembly of the World  
Council of Churches: 

“We sincerely hope that other churches 
in the world will hear the Call, interpret 
it concretely in terms of their own con-
text, and join us in trying to shift the 
balance towards maintaining security 
by peaceful and nonviolent means.”

“A new ecumenical agenda for peace 
today is even more urgent because of 
the nature and the scope of such dan-
gers now. One catastrophe stems from 
the proliferation of weapons, especially 
weapons of mass destruction; the other 
threat may be understood as the prolif-
eration of lifestyles of mass extinction”

Karin Wiborn
General secretary, Christian Council of Sweden

Lasse Svensson
President, Uniting Church in Sweden

Anders Wejryd
Archbishop, Church of Sweden

conflict management and peace consolidation. The 
praxis of nonviolence must be rooted in a spiritua-
lity that acknowledges one’s own vulnerability; that  
encourages and empowers the powerless to be able to 
face up to those who misuse power; that trusts the ac-

tive presence of the power of God in human 
conflicts and therefore is able to transcend 
the seeming lack of alternatives in situations 
of violence.

The Central Committee, Geneva, Switzer-
land 2011
The Committee issued an Ecumenical 
Call for Just Peace for serious conside-
ration by its member churches and final 
confirmation at the Busan Assembly in 
2013: ”A new ecumenical agenda for peace  
today is even more urgent because of the na-
ture and the scope of such dangers now. One 

catastrophe stems from the proliferation of weapons, 
especially weapons of mass destruction; the other threat 
may be understood as the proliferation of lifestyles of 
mass extinction. Churches must build trust and col-
laborate with other communities of faith and people 
of different world views to reduce national capacities 
for waging war, eliminate weapons that put humanity 
and the planet at unprecedented risk, and generally 
delegitimize the institution of war.”

The International Ecumenical Peace Convocation, 
IEPC, Kingston, Jamaica, 2011
In our journey towards Just Peace, a new international 
agenda is of the utmost urgency because of the scope 
of dangers surrounding us. We call on the ecumenical 
movement as a whole… to make Just Peace, in all its 
dimensions, a key priority.

The Tenth Assembly, “God of life, lead us to justice 
and peace”, Busan, Korea, 2013 – Phil. 4:7:

Ecumenical peace  
commitments 
The Ecumenical movement has made many important peace  
commitments, some of which are displayed below and on the  
map. There are also many thousands of peace activities taking 
place in churches and ecumenical organizations around the world. 
Read about some of them in the Just Peace Companion 1st and 
2nd editions. Let the doves inspire you to spread the just peace!

”And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and  
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 


